Nebraska  Numismatic  Association 


A  When  It  Is  Time  To  Sell 

Your  Collection 

St.  Louis  Rare  Coins 

^  Needs  Your  U.S.  Coin  Collection 


In  our  years  of  business  we  have 
built  a  reputation  for  honesty.  We 
purchase  everything  in  coins  and 
paper  money.  Everything  has 
value.  Everything  is  paid  for.  We 
have  the  cash  anil  we  pay  immedi¬ 
ately.  We  travel  the  entire  United 
States  purchasing  coins. 

WHO  SHOULD  SELL  YOUR  COINS 
...Don't  leave  the  responsibility  of 
selling  your  collection  to  someone 
who  is  not  equipped  to  handle  the 
task.  You,  the  collector  are  best 
able  to  sell  your  holdings  in  an 
orderly  and  intelligent  manner. 

DON'T  WASTE  MONEY... Why 
continue  to  pay  expensive  rental 
fees  on  safe  deposit  boxes?  Now 
may  be  the  time  to  liquidate  your 
collection  and  put  an  end  to  those 
unwanted  fees  and  put  the  money 
realized  from  the  sale  of  your 
collection  to  better  use. 

HOW  IT  IS  DONE...  There  are 
many  ways  to  sell  your  collection. 
St.  Louis  K.C.'s  can  tailor  the  sale 
to  your  satisfaction.  We  would 
appreciate  the  opportunity  to 
discuss  the  sale  of  your  holdings. 


Life  Member 

ANA  NSDR  CSNS 
INA  KNA  ILNA 


Mail  To 


St.  Louis  R.C. 
P.O.  Box 
4115H 
St.  Louis,  MO 
63141 


! 


- CALL  OR  WRITE - 

314-994-7525  We  Will  Travel 

Ronald  R.  Drzewucki,  Jr. 
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NEWSLETTER 

The  Nebraska  Newsletter  is  the  non  profit  publication  of  the  Nebraska  Numismatic  .Association. 
Articles  are  solely  the  views  of  the  authors.  Vour  questions,  suggestions  and  articles  or  advertising 
are  avidly  solicited. 

N.N.A.  Editor:  STEVEN  C.  DRAKE 
PO  BOX  1003 
OMAHA,  NE  68101-1003 


Newsletter  Advertising 

The  NEWSLETTER  advertisements  are  not  just  limited  to  coin  related  advertising.  If  you  have  a 
business  or  just  want  to  put  your  name  in  the  NEWSLETTER  as  a  booster,  you  are  welcome  to  do 
so.  Please  provide  ready  made  copies,  since  we  are  very'  limited  in  doing  art  work.  There  is  a  25 
percent  discount  if  you  advertise  in  four  consecutive  issues. 


ADVERTISING  RATES: 


SIZE 

4  ISSUES 

1  ISSUE 

COPY  DEADLINES 

Full  Page 

$32.00 

$10.00 

Dec.  1  for  the  Jan  Issue 

Half  Page 

$20.00 

$  6.00 

Mar.  1  for  the  Apr.  Issue 

Quarter  Page 

$10.00 

$  3.00 

June  1  for  the  July  Issue 

Card 

$  5.00 

$  1.50 

Sept,  for  the  Oct  Issue 

THOUGHT  FOR  THE  DAY 

“Think  what  a  better  world  it  would  be  if  the  whole  world  had  cookies  and 
milk  every  afternoon,  and  then  lay  down  on  blankets  for  a  nap 


Presidents  Message . . . 

Summer  is  over  and  the  coin  world  starts  gearing  up  again  for 
shows,  sales  and  conventions.  It  is  an  exciting  time  of  year  for  the  hobby 
and  I  hope  that  everyone  will  take  advantage  of  the  upcoming  shows  in 
Wahoo  and  Omaha.  There  is  always  something  at  these  show  for  you,  no 
matter  what  your  interest  in  the  hobby  is. 

The  saga  of  Omaha  Mayor  Hal  Daubs’  proposal  to  use  money 
from  the  sale  of  the  Byron  Reed  coin  collection  continues.  This  issue  of  the 
NEWSLETTER  has  an  editorial  that  appeared  in  the  OMAHA  WORLD 
HEARLD  concerning  this  issue.  The  use  of  money  from  the  collection  for  a 
Trolley  in  Omaha  was  narrowly  defeated  by  the  city'  council.  There  are  sure 
to  be  more  debates  over  this  money  an  we  should  all  keep  track  of  what  is 
going  on  and  to  let  the  Omaha  Mayor  and  City  Council  know  how  we  feel 
about  the  use  of  these  funds  for  something  other  than  the  preservation  and 
display  of  the  items  in  the  collection. 

The  Lincoln  Coin  Club  auctioned  off  their  numismatic  library  at 
the  September  meeting.  The  results  were  somewhat  of  a  surprise  as  a  little 
over  200  lots  brought  over  $1700.00  in  bids.  This  clearly  shows  interest  in 
numismatics  by  a  lot  of  people.  Those  who  mearly  collect  coins  do  not  buy 
books,  but  those  who  are  truly  interested  in  being  numismatists  do  buy 
books  to  expand  their  know  ledge  of  the  hobby.  While  it  may  be  sad  that  the 
club  could  now  come  up  with  a  way  to  make  the  books  easily  available  to  its 
members,  it  did  find  a  way  for  the  books  to  get  to  people  in  the  coin 
collecting  hobby 


Encased  Cent  Issued 

The  Omaha.  NE  Coin  Club  has  issued  encased  cents  to  mark  its 
39th  annual  com  show,  to  be  held  December  12th  and  13th.  in  Omaha. 

This  represents  the  first  time  the  club  has  issued  encased  cents  to 
commemorate  their  show.  The  horseshoe  encasement  comes  with  an 
uncirculated  1998-D  cent.  Also  featured  in  the  encasement  is  a  circulated 
1934  cent  commemorating  the  year  the  club  was  founded.  Those 
encasements  featuring  the  1998-D  cent  are  being  sold  to  the  public  for 
$2.00.  Only  a  very  limited  quantity  of  encasements  featuring  the  1934  cent 
are  available.  The  two  encasement  set  are  being  sold  for  $6.00. 

To  order  the  OCC  encasement,  include  payment  and  a 
self-addressed  stamped  envelope  and  send  the  order  to:  Omaha  Coin  Club. 
PO  Box  1003,  Omaha.  NE  68101-1003. 


COIN  SHOW 

October  18,  1998 


Coins  **Trade  Tokens  **  Post  Cards 


Fairgrounds 

WAHOO,  NEBRASKA 

►  ♦♦♦  SELL-f  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦  TRADE 


IIOl'RLY  DOOR  PRIZE  DRAWINGS 
RAFFLE  PRIZE  DRAWING  4:30  P.  M. 


Awards  for  Competitive  Exhibits  V 


Coins, 

Currency, Tokens 


DEALERS  CONTACT: 

Roger  Bolz 

8  Ft.  Tables  -  $20  612q  Kearney  Ave. 

Lincoln,  NE  68507 

402-466-7328 


Kiewit  Safety  Dollars 

By  Steven  C.  Drake 

At  a  monthly  meeting  of  the  Omaha  Coin  Club,  I  acquired  some 
Kiewit  Safety  Dollars  a  dealer  had  for  sale.  These  particular  dollars  were 
different  from  what  I, thought  was  a  medal  in  my  collection.  After  talking 
with  other  collectors  about  the  purpose  of  the  safely  dollars,  1  thought  I 
would  call  Kiewit  Construction  Company.  Based  in  Omaha,  Kiewit 
Construction  is  a  world  renow  n  construction  company  founded  in  1884. 

1  called  the  personnel  office  of  Kiewit  to  learn  more  about  the 
safety  dollars  and  their  purpose.  1  was  put  in  contact  with  Burt  Laackcr  of 
the  Kiewit  Western  Co.,  a  division  of  the  parent  company.  Burt  was  very 
helpful  in  explaining  how  the  safety  dollars  are  used.  An  employee  acquires 
the  safety  dollars  when  the  crew  the  employee  works  with  has  no  accidents 
for  a  stated  period  of  time.  The  employees  can  later  turn  the  safety  dollars 
back  to  the  company  for  merchandise  that  is  offered  through  the  safety 
program. 

Burt  went  on  to  explain  that  different  divisions  and  companies  that 
Kiewit  own  run  separate  safety  programs,  thus,  several  different  designs  and 
compositions  of  safety  dollars  can  be  found.  The  safety  programs  also  issue 
certificates  for  “safety  dollars,”  thus  cutting  down  the  costs  of  living 
“safety  dollars”  produced. 

Follow  ing  are  some  examples  of  certificates  and  safety  dollars. 


Give  To  The  Approved  by 
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Job  Superintendent 


N.W.A.R.A.  Jobs 


Pay  to  the 
Order  of 


Name 


Gilbert  Central  Corp. 

P.0.  Box  160 

Cave  Springs,  AR  72712 

Month  March 


Monthly  B 


CP  Printing  Company 

*  6on  Hespe 

•  '.i 

t 

464  1  91  1 

/V  / 

.  •  •  ! 

For  all  your  printing  needs, 
even  if  it  isn't  an  EMERGENCY. 

I 

J. 

2734  North  48th  Street 
P-O.  Box  4394 


(Enter  from  oil-street  parking  lot) 
Lincoln.  Nebraska  68504 


1999 

NNA  /  Omaha 
Convention 

ENCASED 

CENTS 

TWO  STYLES: 

1956-D  =  $4.00 
1998-D  =  $3.00 
2  Piece  Set  =  $6.00 

Send  U.S.  Funds  To: 

NNA 

PO  BOX  1003 
OMAHA,  NE  68101-1003 


March 


1998 


1U3SEHT 


10  Tokens 


Approved  by 

CL  UB  NE  WS 


FREMONT  COIN  CLUB  -  The  Fremont  Coin  Club  has  issued  two 
Wooden  Nickels  to  commemorate  their  40th  Annual  Coin  Show  that  is 
schedule  May  2,  1999.  Please  see  the  article  in  this  issue  of  the 
NEWSLETTER  for  detail  and  order  information. 


LINCOLN  COIN  CLUB  -  The  club  held  an  auction  of  its  library'  at  the 
September  meeting.  Bidders  spent  over  $1700.00  for  the  200+  lots  offered. 
The  annual  Christmas  Party  will  be  held  again  at  Lee’s  Chicken  in  Lincoln 
on  the  second  Thursday  of  December. 

OMAHA  COIN  CLUB  -  The  issue  of  two  encased  cents  mark  the  clubs’ 
39th  annual  show  that’s  being  held  December  12-13,  1998.  Please  see  the 
article  in  this  issue  of  the  NEWSLETTER  for  details  and  order  information. 

NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION  -  The  encased  sent  sales 
are  going  good.  About  175  have  been  sold  through  the  mail.  Orders  have 
come  from  40  different  states,  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  Netherlands. 

PLATTE  VALLEY  COIN  CLUB  -  This  years  NNA  Convention  made  a 
small  profit. 

WAHOO  COIN  CLUB  -  The  club  had  its  annual  watermelon  feed  at  the 
September  meeting.  The  annual  coin  show  will  be  held  on  October  18th. 
1998. 


Confederate  States  Paper  Money  is  now 
available  in  a  new,  updated  edition 

For  40  years  Confederate  States  Paper  Money  has  been  a  primary 
source  of  data  on  Confederate  currency,  known  as  one  of  the  biblcs  of  the 
numismatic  industry.  Now  this  historic  volume  is  available  in  a  new 
updated  ninth  edition,  offering  more  coverage  that  ever  before  and  designed 
so  novice  and  advanced  collectors  as  well  as  students  of  the  Civil  War  will 
find  the  volume  equally  useful. 

Written  by  expert  Arlie  R.  Slabaugh,  Confederate  States  Paper 
Money  is  a  price  guide,  important  historical  reference,  and  more,  featuring 
up-to-date  pricing  for  hundreds  of  notes  in  up  to  six  grades  of  condition  as 
well  as  details  of  the  financial  history  of  paper  money  and  in-depth 
information  on  engravers  and  printers.  Running  248  pages  (6  inches  by  9 
inches,  softcover),  Confederate  States  Paper  Money  offers  the  most 
complete  coverage  available  of  Upham  and  other  facsimile  notes,  as  well  as 
data  on  uncut  sheets,  advertising  notes,  errors,  bogus  and  enigmatical 
issues,  and  more. 

Featuring  more  than  200  photographs  -  many  of  them  exclusives 
--  to  aid  in  instant  identification,  the  book  is  divided  into  three  sections:  a 
Confederate  state  catalog,  historical  data,  and  a  Southern  state  catalog.  The 
Confederate  states  catalog  covers  prices,  buying  and  selling,  grading,  details 
on  the  first  through  seventh  issues  of  Confederate  currency'  and  uncut 
sheets,  as  well  as  a  cross-index  of  catalog  numbers.  The  historical  data 
section  includes  in-depth  coverage  of  a  wide  variety  of  Confederate  printing 
errors,  counterfeit  and  altered  notes,  bogus  notes,  facsimile  notes,  and  more. 
The  new  Southern  states  catalog  features  separate  chapters  on  16  states 
from  Alabama  to  West  Virginia,  as  well  as  the  Arizona  and  Indian 
territories,  offering  brief  histories  and  illustrated  currency'  listings  and 
values. 

“This  catalog  has  been  written  with  the  idea  of  conveying  as  much 
information  as  possible  in  a  handy  size  volume,”  Slabaugh  says.  “All  notes 
are  listed  by  types  and  major  varieties.  This  is  the  ideal  ways  to  collect  these 
notes  due  to  the  rarity  of  many  minor  varieties  and  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  them  .  .  . 

“.  .  .  Collecting  Confederate  notes  is  certainly  no  more  expensive 
that  of  assembling  complete  collections  of  U.S.  type  coins.  Not  only  that, 
with  Confederate  notes,  one  is  able  to  literally  “hold  history  in  your  hands.” 

Slabaugh  began  collecting  in  the  1930s.  He  prepared  the  first 
Confederate  states  Paper  Money  catalog  in  1958  and  created  the  eight 
subsequent  catalogs.  Each  edition  contains  price  changes  or  data  not 
featured  in  the  others.  No  other  Confederate  paper  money  catalog  has  gone 
through  as  many  editions  as  Confederate  States  Paper  Money. 


Confederate  States  Paper  Money,  9th  Edition,  can  be  purchased  at 
bookstores  or  directly  from  the  publisher  for  $19.95.  Add  $3.25  shipping  for 
the  first  book  purchased  and  $2.00  for  each  additional  book.  Wisconsin 
residents,  please  add  5  1/2 -percent  sales  tax. 

To  order  by  mail,  write  Krause  Publications,  Book  Department 
NQR8,  700  E.  State  St..  Iola.  WI  54990-0001.  Charge-card  customers  can 
order  toll-free:  (800)  258-0929.  Dept.  NQR8.  The  book  can  also  be 
purchased  through  the  Krause  Publications  Web  site  at 
http://www.krause.com.  A  free  copy  of  the  Krause  Publications  catalog  of 
books  and  periodicals  may  be  obtained  by  calling  (800)  258-0929,  Dept. 
NQR8.  pr  it  can  be  viewed  by  visiting  wvvw.krause.com  on  the  Internet. 


Money-History  Personified 
In  Meta l  And  Paper 

By  Ben  Kcele 

History  and  money  go  hand  in  hand.  Coins  can  give  us  great 
insight  into  the  past  by  looking  at  their  designs,  inscriptions  and  changes  in 
denomination  and  material.  Changes  in  money  often  reflect  major  historical 
events  in  our  nation’s  history. 

When  gold  was  discovered  in  the  hills  of  California,  it  started  a 
massive  rush  of  people  to  get  as  much  gold  as  possible.  It  also  started  one  of 
the  most  historical  (and  expensive)  series  of  all  US  coins.  When  the  miners 
came  to  California  to  find  gold,  they  were  mostly  people  hoping  to  become 
rich,  so  they  didn't  bring  many  coins  with  them.  As  financiers  came  to 
California  to  establish  banks,  they  didn’t  have  much  space  to  carry  a  good 
supply  of  coins  with  them.  These  factors  caused  a  sever  coin  shortage.  In 
lieu  of  coins,  people  paid  for  goods  with  gold  dust  and  nuggets.  Gold  was  so 
common  in  California  it  sold  for  $8  -  $12  an  ounce  compared  to  $18  an 
ounce  in  the  east.  It  was  much  too  expensive  for  miners  to  ship  their  gold  to 
the  mint  in  Philadelphia  and  get  it  turned  into  coins.  In  addition,  it  was  very 
risk)’  to  send  the  gold  cross-county  because  of  thieves,  and  the  Panama 
Canal  had  not  yet  been  dug.  so  a  ship  had  to  go  all  the  way  around  South 
American  to  reach  the  east  side  of  the  US.  Many  miners  would  make  a 
fortune  in  gold,  and  spend  it  all  because  they  didn't  have  any  coins.  Miners 
were  charged  almost  double  for  goods  than  they  would  have  been  charged  in 
the  east. 

The  people  in  California  appealed  to  the  government  to  establish  a 
mint  in  California  in  order  to  convert  all  the  extra  gold  that  was  being 
mined  into  useful  coins.  They  also  proposed  some  higher  denominational 
coins  because  of  the  higher  prices  in  the  West.  The  proposed  coins,  $50  and 
$100,  could  be  called  the  “half  union”  and  “union”,  respectfully.  A  pattern 
for  each  was  made,  but  they  were  never  authorized.  Both  patterns  now 
reside  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  The  government's  lack  of  attention  to 
the  miner's  complaints,  resulted  in  private  assayers  and  minters  taking 
matters  into  their  own  hands  and  they  started  to  mint  pioneer  gold  coins. 
These  companies  included  Kellogg’s  &  Co.,  Moffat  &  Co.,  Blake  &  Co., 
Norris,  Gregg  and  Norris,  Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.  and  the  Pacific  Co.  with 
Mofatt  &  Co.  being  the  primary  private  minter  in  California. 

In  1851,  US  government  assayers  tested  coins  struck  by  the  minters 
and  found  shocking  results.  Almost  all  of  the  coins  had  bullion  value  below' 
their  face  value.  Only  Moffat  &  Co  were  making  gold  coins  up  to  the 
government’s  standard.  As  a  result  of  this  finding,  all  the  California 


minters,  including  Moffat  &  Co.,  were  temporarily  closed.  Frederick 
Kohler,  a  government  assayer,  was  sent  to  California  to  refine  incoming 
gold  dust  and  nuggets.  He  made  them  into  ingots  which  circulated  as 
money.  Later  Moffatt  &  Co.  made  a  $50  slug,  the  only  legal  tender 
territorial  gold  coin.  The  $50  slug  was  too  big  of  a  denomination  for  small 
transactions,  so  other  companies  made  coins  ranging  from  25  cents  to  $50. 
Eventually,  a  US  Mint  was  established  in  San  Francisco,  ending  the  need 
for  pioneer  coins.  Most  pioneer  gold  coins  were  melted,  leaving  existing 
pioneer  gold  coins  very  valuable  to  today’s  collectors.  Some  of  these  coins 
are  extremely  rare,  for  example,  there  are  only  eleven  known  specimens  of 
the  Kellogg  &  Co.  $50  slugs,  two  original  Blake  &  Co.  $20  coins  and  only 
one  $50  coin.  The  Blake  $20  coins  has  been  extensively  copied.  The 
Chry  sler  Corporation  had  a  huge  amount  restnick  in  brass  to  promote  their 
1970  Gold  Duster  Valiant. 

The  Civil  Was  is  another  great  example  of  history  reflected  in 
numismatic  items.  When  the  southern  states  seceded  from  the  Union, 
Louisiana  took  control  of  the  New  Orleans  mint  and  used  the  remaining 
silver  left  in  the  mint  to  strike  half  dollars.  This  is  why  the  1861-0  half 
dollar  is  so  interesting.  It  was  made  under  three  different  issuers,  the  Union, 
the  state  of  Louisiana,  and  the  Confederate  States  of  America  (C.S.A.). 

Through  out  the  Civil  War.  the  C.S.A.  was  try  ing  to  set  up  its  own 
money  system.  They  had  barely  any  valuable  metals,  so  to  finance  the  war 
they  made  huge  quantities  of  worthless  paper  money.  The  Confederates 
hired  Robert  Lovett  of  Philadelphia  to  make  Confederate  cents.  Lovett  made 
the  dies  and  struck  a  few  coins,  but  then  hid  the  12  cents  and  the  dies,  out  of 
fear  that  he  would  be  accused  of  helping  the  Confederates  Later  John 
Haseltine  recovered  the  dies  and  restruck  about  70  in  copper,  silver,  and 
gold.  He  never  made  any  in  nickel  like  the  originals.  The  C.S.A.  also  made 
half  dollars.  However,  there  was  no  serious  effort  to  put  the  coins  in 
circulation  as  only  4  original  half  dollars  were  struck.  Later,  J.S.  Scott 
acquired  the  obverse  die,  made  his  own  reverse  die,  and  made  500  half 
dollar  restrikes.  All  are  now  valuable. 

Both  sides,  the  Union  and  Confederate,  began  issuing  legal  tender 
paper  money  that  was  not  backed  with  gold  or  silver,  just  the  issuers' 
reputation.  People  enacted  Gresham’s  Law  perfectly,  which  states  that  bad 
money  will  drive  the  good  money  out  of  circulation.  Everyone  began 
hoarding  all  the  silver  and  gold  coins  they  could  get.  The  mint  was  striking 
lots  of  coins,  but  as  soon  as  they  reached  circulation  they  were  pulled  right 
out.  The  cent  at  this  time  was  made  of  88%  copper  and  12%  nickel,  the 
nickel  content  gave  them  premium  value  and  people  started  hoarding  the 
coins.  Soon  only  paper  money  was  in  circulation.  Paper  replace  the  coins  by 
being  denominated  in  3,  5,  10,  25,  and  50  cents  valuations. 


In  1864,  congress  authorized  a  change  in  composition  in  the  cent 
for  three  reasons.  First,  cents  were  being  hoarded  for  their  nickel  content. 
Second,  nickel  is  hard  metal,  and  caused  machinery  and  die  breakdowns. 
Finally,  the  raw  nickel  had  to  be  shipped  from  Europe,  and  it  was  getting 
expensive.  So  the  mint  changed  the  cent  composition  to  95%  copper  and 
5%  combination  of  tine  and  zinc.  This  eliminated  the  premium  of  the 
copper-nickel  cent. 

Also  in  1864,  congree  authorized  a  new  denomination  by  making  2 
cent  coins.  The  idea  was  that  the  coin  presses  could  turn  out  as  many  2  cent 
coins  in  the  same  amount  of  time  as  making  cent  coins.  Thus  making  twice 
as  much  face  value  money.  Initially,  a  lot  of  2  cent  pieces  were  made,  but  as 
the  demand  fell,  so  did  the  mintage.  The  series  was  ended  in  1873.  The  2 
cent  piece  also  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  coin  to  carry  the  motto 
“In  God  We  Trust'’. 

During  the  Civil  War  postage  stamps  and  tokens  had  monetary 
value.  Postage  stamps  were  used  as  money,  but  they  got  dirty  and  stuck  to 
each  other.  Then  a  man  named  J.  Gault  invented  a  copper  case  with  a 
see-through  mica  window  to  store  the  stamps  in.  Encased  postage  stamps 
began  being  used  as  coins.  Companies  and  stores  started  issuing  Civil  War 
tokens.  There  are  two  types  of  these  token.  The  first  is  patriotic  tokens. 
These  carried  patriotic  symbols  and  legends  such  as  liberty  heads,  guns,  and 
ships.  The  other  type  arc  merchant  tokens.  They  carry  advertisements  and 
slogans  for  different  businesses.  There  are  10,000  known  varieties  of  Civil 
War  tokens. 

A  final  example  of  history'  shown  in  changes  on  our  money 
occurred  in  W.W.  II.  When  Japan  attacked  Pearl  Harbor  and  we  entered 
World  War  II,  the  United  States  issued  special  paper  money  overprinted 
with  the  words  HAWAII.  Consequently,  if  Japan  captured  Hawaii  the  US 
would  have  the  option  of  declaring  the  overprinted  money  worthless.  This 
same  technique  of  overprinting  was  later  used  in  North  Africa  as  well. 

The  US  was  saving  all  the  critical  war  materials  they  needed, 
including  copper  and  nickel.  Therefore  in  1942,  the  mint  eliminated  the 
25%  nickel  content  in  the  5  cent  piece.  The  composition  was  changed  to 
35%  silver,  56%  copper,  and  9%  manganese.  (This  formulation  continued 
until  1945,  when  the  nickel  went  back  to  its  prewar  composition.)  The  mint 
marks  were  enlarged  and  placed  above  the  Monticello.  This  was  the  first 
time  that  Philadelphia  mint  coins  carried  a  mint  mark. 

Because  the  cent  had  a  lot  of  copper  in  it,  the  mint  knew  it  would 
have  to  take  out  the  copper  and  replace  it  with  a  different  material.  They 
experimented  with  many  different  things,  including  plastics,  ceramic,  and 
glass.  Eventually  they  selected  steel  coated  with  zinc  to  retard  nisi.  These 
steel  cents  were  only  issued  in  1943,  but  the  public  did  not  like  them.  The 
cents  looked  like  dimes  in  color,  and  a  lot  of  vending  machines  would  not 


take  the  steel  cents.  In  1944  the  cents  went  back  to  the  copper  composition. 
A  great  rarity  was  made  when  the  transition  form  copper  to  steel  occurred 
A  few  copper  blanks  had  apparently  been  left  in  the  hoppers  at  the  mint. 
Thus  some  bronze  1943  cents  were  created.  These  coins  are  very  rare  and 
valuable.  Then  in  1944  a  few  steel  cents  were  accidentally  made. 

We  take  our  money  for  granted  these  days.  Most  people  don’t  pay 
attention  to  historical  value  of  our  coins.  Money  is  an  important  part  of  our 
heritage.  People  could  learn  more  about  our  money  and  the  changes  in 
money  that  often  reflect  major  historical  events  in  our  country’s  history. 
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Get  Your  Name  In  Print!!! 

Submit  an  article  for  publication  in 
the  NEWSLETTER 

Send  To:  PO  BOX  1003 

Omaha,  NE  68101-1003 


The  Editorial  appeared  in  the  OMAHA  WORLD  HEARLD. 

Trolley,  Not  Coins,  Should  Be  the  Issue 

Both  sides  in  the  debate  over  Mayor  Hal  Daub's  proposal  to  use 
Byron  Reed  coin  money  for  a  trolley  system  have  good  points. 

The  $500,000  Daub  wants  to  use  is  part  of  a  windfall  the  city 
received  when  it  auctioned  items  from  the  Byron  Reed  collection  in  1996. 
The  idea  behind  selling  part  of  the  collections  was  to  raise  $3  million  for  a 
museum  renovation.  In  part,  the  renovation  would  permit  display  of  the 
main  body  of  the  collection.  The  1996  auction  fetched  a  surprising  $6 
million. 

In  an  ordinance  passed  before  the  sale,  the  City  Council  provided 
that  any  excess  money  would  go  into  a  trust  fund  to  aid  in  the  preservation 
and  display  of  the  collection.  Daub's  proposal  to  use  $500,000  for  the 
trolley  project  would  require  a  change  in  the  ordinance. 

Council  members  voted  4-3  against  the  change.  John  Blazek  of  the 
mayor's  staff  said  the  trolley  project  had  been  seriously  jeopardized  by  the 
council’s  action.  Councilman  Cliff  Herd,  who  supported  the  project,  said  an 
effort  would  be  made  to  find  $500,000  elsewhere. 

A  question  remains,  however,  as  to  whether  four  votes  could  be 
found  even  then.  Councilman  Lee  Terry  said  $30  million,  most  of  which 
would  be  in  a  federal  grant  and  private  donations,  is  too  much  to  spend  on  a 
trolley.  Councilman  Paul  Koneck  questioned  whether  the  proposed  route  - 
from  North  Omaha  to  downtwon  to  the  zoo-Rosenblatt  Stadium  area  - 
would  be  an  appropriate  application  of  federal  funds  that  are  designed  to 
combat  unemployment  by  helping  low-income  people  get  transportation  to  a 
job. 

The  trolley  project  warrants  further  examination.  However,  it 
would  be  well  to  avoid  a  direct  confrontation  on  the  use  of  the  Reed  funds. 

One  side  says  that  the  council  made  a  commitment  when  it  set  the 
money  aside  to  cover  expenses  related  to  preserving  and  displaying  the 
collection.  Commitments  should  not  be  broken  lightly.  The  ordinance  was 
seen  as  a  gesture  of  good  faith  to  people  who  felt  that  it  was  wrong  to 
dispose  of  any  items  from  the  collection. 

Indeed,  Reed  was  generous  to  leave  his  collection  to  the  city.  His 
wishes,  insofar  as  is  practical  more  than  a  century  after  his  death,  ought  to 
be  respected. 

Others  ask  whether  it  makes  sense  to  hoard  $3  million  in 
unexpected  revenues  when  the  city  has  so  many  needs  -  and  so  many 
opportunities  to  take  a  bold  step  forward.  No  one  is  proposing  that  the  coin 
collection  be  ignored,  only  that  funds  not  needed  for  displaying  the 
collection  be  used  for  a  good  purpose.  Resistance  from  the  taxpayers  and  the 
Legislature  makes  it  difficult  to  raise  funds  for  innovative  projects  that 


make  the  city  more  attractive.  A  modiest  withdrawal  from  the  unused  Reed 
money  could  pay  for  itself  many  times  over. 

The  final  disposition  of  the  excess  funds  may  have  to  be  faced 
another  day.  perhaps  with  the  assistance  of  the  courts.  For  now,  the  trolley 
issue  should  be  considered  on  it  merits  -  without  a  side  debate  over  the  Reed 
money. 


Akio  Lis  Honored  As 
A  IS  A  's  1998  Outstanding  FA' 

At  the  Young  Numismatists  (YN)  Awards  Breakfast  held  during 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  (ANA)  107th  Anniversary' 
Convention  in  Portland.  Oregon.  Akio  Lis  of  Omaha.  Nebraska,  was  named 
the  1998  recipient  of  the  ANA  Club  Award  for  Outstanding  Young 
Numismatist. 

Established  in  1968.  the  award  annually  recognizes  the 
numismatic  achievements  of  top  young  collectors  selected  on  the  basis  of 
club  and  community  involvement,  numismatic  exhibits,  talks,  articles  and 
personal  achievements.  The  winner  receives  a  plaque  and  a  scholarship  to 
the  ANA  Summer  Conference  in  Colorado  Springs.  Colorado  This  year's 
award  for  Outstanding  Young  Numismatist  was  presented  earlier  during  the 
ANA  30th  Annual  Summer  Conference  in  Colorado  Springs  in  July. 

In  addition  to  the  ANA,  the  17-year-old  is  a  member  of  11 
numismatic  organizations,  including  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
Central  States  Numismatic  Society',  Florida  United  Numismatists,  Nebraska 
Numismatic  Association  and  the  Omaha  Coin  Club,  where  he  served  as 
editor  of  the  club's  newsletter. 

Lis  is  an  award-winning  exhibitor,  winning  many  best-in-show  and 
first  place  awards  at  local  and  state  coin  shows.  He  also  is  a  prolific  writer, 
producing  articles  for  local,  state,  regional  and  national  publications, 
including  Ilic.  Numismatist 

Listed  in  Who’s  Who  Among  AmciicatLliiidLSdLuul  Students.  Lis 
has  won  numerous  Memorial  Literary  Awards,  and  scholarships  to  five 
ANA  Summer  Conferences. 


1998  COIN,  STAMP  AND 
CARD  SHOW 

.  ,  SPONSORED  BY 

JOHNSON  COUNTY  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 
JOHN$ON  COUNTY,  KANSAS 

OCTOBER  17-18 
LENEXA 

COMMUNITY  CENTER 

PFLUMM  ROAD  AT  SANTA  FE  TRAIL  DRIVE 

LENEXA,  KANSAS 

AT  1-35  AND  95TH  ST,  GO  2  BLOCKS  WEST 
TO  PFLUMM  AND  TWO  BLOCKS  NORTH 

SATURDAY  SUNDAY 
9  TO  5  9  TO  3 

65  DEALER  TABLES 

FREE  COIN  COLLECTING 
VHS  TAPE 

FREE  DRAWINGS 

\ 

EXHIBITS  AND  SEMINAR 

NO  ADMITTANCE  FEE 


CALENDAR 

OCT  17-18  Johnson  County  Numismatic  Society  30th  Annual 
Coin  Show.  Lenexa  Community  Center  Pflumm  Rd  at  Santa  Fe 
Trail  Drive,  Lenexa,  KS. 

OCT  18  Wahoo  Coin  Club  Annual  Show,  Fairgrounds, 
Wahoo,  NE. 

DEC  12-13  Omaha  Coin  Club  39th  Annual  Show,  Holiday 
Inn  Central’s  Ford  Hall,  1-80  &  72nd  St.,  Omaha,  NE. 

APRIL  17-18  NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 
44th  Annual  Convention,  hosted  by  the  Omaha  Coin  Club, 
Holiday  Inn  Central's  Ford  Hall,  1-80  &  72nd  St.,  Omaha,  NE. 


Located  in  the  J  &  L  Lee/Booksellers  Bookstore 
East  Park  Plaza 


66th  &  'O'  Street 
Lincoln,  Nebraska  68505 


Phone 
(402)  467-COIN 


James  L.  McKee 
John  Veach 


John  DesMarais 


ORDER  YOUR  N.N.A. 
ENCASED  CENTS 

The  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  has  encased  cents  for  sale 
advertise  the  44th  Annual;  Convention  in  Omaha.  There  are  100  encas 
cents  with  1956-D  cents  to  mark  the  vear  the  N.N.A.  was  formed  and  4i 

j 

encased  cents  with  the  latest  date  available  from  the  supplier.  The  1956- 
cents  are  only  available  by  purchasing  both  years.  The  price  is  $6.00  for  t 
2  encasement  set.  The  latest  date  encasement  can  be  purchased  for  $2.0 
All  orders  must  have  a  self  addressed  stamped  envelope  also.  Sei 
payment  to  the  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association.  PO  Box  1003,  Omah 
NE  68101-1003. 


NE  W 

Roger  Brown,  Omaha 
Jessica  Moench,  Omaha 
Arron  Moench,  Omaha 
Justin  Moench,  Omaha 
Philip  Hogberg,  Omaha 
Jacob  Shoemaker,  Omaha 


MEMBERS 

Jeffrey  Hohndorf,  Omaha 
Jeff  Roach,  Omaha 
John  Sadler,  Omaha 
Jim  Hoegemeyer,  Fremont 
Megan  Missel,  Fremont 
Jennifer  Missel,  Fremont 


39th  ANNUAL 
OMAHA  COIN  CLUB 

COIN  SHOLU 

HOLIDAY  INN  CENTRAL  FORD  HALL 
1-80  AND  72nd  STREET  OMAHA,  NE. 

SAT  DEC  12th,  1998 

9:00  AM  TO  5:00  PM 
SUN  DEC  13th,  1998 
9:00  AM  TO  3:00  PM 

COINS  -  GOLD  AND  SILVER  BULLION  - 
CURRENCY  -  TOKENS  MEDALS  -  SMALL 
COLLECTIBLES  -  JEWELRY  -  STAMPS  - 
NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE  -  SUPPLIES 

ANA  TEA  VELIMl  EXHIBIT 

BUY-SELL-TRADE 
AWARDS  FOR  EXHIBITS 
FREE  ADMISSION 

FOR  DEALER  OR  EXHIBITOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT 

TIMTAYSEN 
BOURSE  CHAIRMAN 
P.  O.  BOX  435 
BELLEVUE,  NE.  68005 
402-292-3771 
800-310-6902 


STEVE  DRAKE 
EXHIBIT  CHAIRMAN 
P.  O.  BOX  1003  D.T.S 
OMAHA,  NE.  68101 
402-571-5421 


Fremont  Coin  Club  Issues  Two  Wooden 
Nickels  To  Commemorate  40th  Show 

The  Fremont,  Nebraska  Coin  Club  has  issued  two  Special  Wooden 
Nickels  to  help  Commemorate  the  Club's  40th  Annual  Coin  Show 
scheduled  on  the  2nd  of  May,  1999.  The  Coin  Show  will  be  held  at  the 
Fremont  City  Auditorium  in  downtown  Fremont  from  9  am  to  5  pm. 

The  Wooden  Nickel  in  Green  features  the  above  information  on 
one  side  and  a  Buffalo  on  the  other  side.  The  other  Wooden  Nickel  features 
the  show  information  on  one  side  in  Black  and  an  American  Indian  Head 
on  the  other  side. 

The  Commemorative  Wooden  Nickels  are  available  by  mail  order 
at  25  cents  each  PLUS  A  SELF-ADDRESSED  STAMPED  ENVELOPE 
All  orders  to  be  mailed  to  the  Fremont  Coin  Club.  Inc.,  1722  East  19th 
Street,  Fremont,  NE  68025. 

Where  Coin  Coltechrs 

Shop  /or  tttertstoear 

•  MENSWEAR 

•  TUXEDO 
RENTALS 

•  LEVIS 


517  N.  MAIN  ST.  •  DOWNTOWN  FREMONT 
402-727-1531 

BOB  MISSEL  STORE  HOURS:  Monday  thru  Friday  9:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

Thursday  Evening*  until  8:30  p.m. 

OWNER/MANAGER  Saturday  9:00  a. m--3:00  p.m.;  Sunday  Noon  to  4:00  p.m. 


ROGER  L.  WINKELHAKE 

COINS 

BUY  •  SELL  •  TRAOE 


ANA  38035 

(402)  489-5007 

P  O  BOX  607 1 
Lincoln.  NE  68500 


L. 


HI-GRADE  COINS 
Les  Focht 
2029  East  16  Street 
Fremont,  NE  68025 
(402)  721-6425 


WtcC&iw  &  WtcTiqueo 

FRANCIS  &  IMOGENE  McGOVERN 
R.R.  32,  Omaha,  Nebraska  68122 
(402)  571-3803 

¥_ 

Coins  Antiques  Collectibles 


Phone  402-571-5758 


Chuck  (Ecrt)cr 

Nebraska 

Tokens  -  Centennial  Medals 
Encased  Cents 


5564  North  61st  Ave 
Omaha.  Nebraska  68104-1614 


(402)  551-1802 


J.  S.  Schrelber,  ANA  7477 

"Just  as  anxious  lo  buy  as  lo  sell" 
Coins  •  Currency  •  Stamps  •  Tokens 

Collecting  since  1 929 


W|  ano  SfiA  Raa*  Coins 

HOBBY  HOUSE 


JAME S  L  CROSBV 


AlS'On  NE 


Pm  402  395  2396 


Thomas  J  Hammon<l 
Sole  Prcp^fetor 


MIDWEST  COin  CABinET 


Qualny  United  Stales 
Collecior/lnvesior  Coins 
Bought  Sold  Traded 

Box  1692 

north  Platte,  ME  69103 

(308)  514  58  W 
ANA  LM  #4255 


(Coins 

Buying  Cow  Collections 


Clarence  A  McKee 
103  High  Ave  W  Box  11 
•  Oskaioosa.  I A  52577 
Ph  515-672  2763 


Lonnie  McCoy 
612  Mam 
Keokuk.  IA  52632 
Ph  319-524-5292 


CANTERBURY  COINS 


Buy  &  Sell 
AU 

Coins  J 


Paper  Money  \j>0 


FREE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

APPRAISALS 


•  U  S  Coins  &  Coin  Supplies  • 

•  Buying  and  Selling  • 

•  Free  Appraisals  • 

R.  A.  WOLVER  COIN  CO. 

309  North  11th 
Oskaioosa,  IA  52577 


Roger  A  Wotver 
(515)  673-6677  -  Olllca 


(515)  673-6633  -  Horn® 
Aller  5  pm. 


^George  4  Bev  Canterbury  402  592  1 08 1  |  J 


Buy-Sell-Trade  Rare  Coins 

_  ^  Silver  &  Gold 

DOUG’S  COIN  DEN 

P.O.  Box  205 
Osage,  Iowa  50461 
Phone  (515)  732-3328  | 

Estates:  DOUG  STILLE 

Bought  &  Appraised  Owner 


£  %  P  Colt*,  %  \ JlWtlu 


V 


CARL  E.  ADRIAN  nna#l-i3 

Sell  Me  Your  Unwanted  Kansas 
Merchant  Tokens 


L 


123  S  Santa  Fe 
Box  478 

Satina,  KS  67401 


9  00-5  30  Mon  -Sat 
(913)  827-9766 
EST  1965 


4 


ia 


a 


MISSOURI 

VALLEY 

MINT 

RARE  COINS  &  SUPPLIES 
P.  0.  BOX  435 
BELLEVUE,  NE.  68005-0435 
~  (402)  292-3771 
(800)  310-6902 


m 


E 


(402)289-4142 


INVESTMENTS 


General  Delivery 
G  A  R  Y  N  ICHOLSON,  ELKHORN  POSTOFFICE 
Owner.  Elkhorn,  N  ebr  ask  a 


1 


State  Wide 


-  M 


FREMONT  -  The  Fremont  Coin  Club,  3rd  Saturday,  The  Evangelical 
Free  Church  Social  Hall,  20th  &  Lincoln,  7:30  p.m. 

GRAND  ISLAND  —  Grand  Island  Coin  Club,  1st  Monday,  Blue  Flame 
Room,  Gas  Company 


LINCOLN  —  Lincoln  Coin  Club,  2nd  Thursday,  ISCO  Building,  531 
Westgate  Blvd.,  7:30  p.m. 

NORTH  PLATTE  —  Platte  Valley  Coin  Club,  3rd  Tuesday,  Community 
Room,  Gas  Company 

OMAHA  —  Omaha  Coin  Club,  3rd  Friday,  New  Cassel  Retirement 
Center’s  Auditorium,  900  North  90th  Street,  7:30  p.m. 

OMAHA  —  S AC/Midwest  Coin  Club,  1st  Tuesday,  Denny’s  Restaurant, 
8727  Maple  Street,  7:00  p.m. 

SEWARD  -  Nebraska  Token  Collectors  Club,  2nd  Sunday,  2:00  p.m.,  Cattle 
National  Bank 

SCOTTSBLUFF  —  Oregon  i  rail  Coin  Club,  2nd  Wednesday;’  Me 
Donald’s  Offices,  51 1  West  27th,  7:30  p.m. 


WAHOO— Wahoo  Coin  Club,  1st  Saturday,  Saunders  County  Historical 
Museum,  240  North  Walnut,  rear  door,  8:00  p.m. 


NEBRASKA  NUMISMA  TIC  ASSOC1 A  TION 

Executive  Board 

PRESIDENT:  1ST  VICE-PRESIDENT: 

Don  Hespe  Cathy  Taysen 

PO  Box  4394  PO  Box  435 

Lincoln,  NE  68504-0394  Bellevue,  NE  68005 


2ND  VICE-PRESIDENT: 

Jim  Crosby 
400  West  Main 
Albion,  NE  68620 


SECRETARY-TREASURER: 

.  Steven  Drake 

PO  Box  1003 
Omaha,  NE  68101-1003 


OTHER  MEMBERS:  Tom  Hammond,  North  Platte,  John  Veach, 
Lincoln,  James  McKee,  Lincoln 
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